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Display Description 
The poinsettia has undergone a remarkable transformation since the day some 800 years ago when the 
Aztecs plucked it from the wilds of Mexico to decorate their courtyards and medicate the infirm.   
 
From November 9 to 28, wild, heirloom, and modern poinsettias in full flower will grace the lobby of 
Clemson University’s Cooper Library for everyone to appreciate.  Banners and historical documents will 
accompany the display to help guide visitors along the implausible route the humble poinsettia traveled 
from gangly Mexican shrub to iconic Christmas flower. 
 
To coincide with this Historical Poinsettia display, Cooper Library has created an exhibit celebrating the 
origin of the poinsettia, its connection to South Carolina, and its rise to prominence.  The exhibit will also 
highlight plant patents issued by the United States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) to protect 
unique features of the poinsettia, and all asexually reproduced plants.  
  
The library has also created a display of materials for checkout.  Available are books on Ambassador Joel 
Poinsett – a member of the South Carolina legislature and the first United States Minister to Mexico; 
books on horticulture, including the Ecke Poinsettia Manual; and books on Christmas traditions. 
 
 
- Posted on Clemson University Libraries’ Blog, November 10th 2015 
 
Works on Display 
• Auld, William Muir.  Christmas Traditions.  New York: The Macmillan Company, 1931.  Print.  GT4985.A92. 
• Borland, Hal.  Plants of Christmas.  Illus. Anne Ophelia Dowden.  New York: Golden, 1969.  Print.  QK83.B67. 
• Crump, William D.  The Christmas Encyclopedia.  Jefferson, NC: McFarland, 2001.  Print.  GT4985.C74 2001. 
• Ecke III, Paul, James E. Faust, Jack Williams, and Andy Higgins.  The Ecke Poinsettia Manual.  Batavia, IL: Ball, 2004.  Print.  
SB413.P63E34 2004. 
• Gulevich, Tanya, ed.  Encyclopedia of Christmas: Nearly 200 Alphabetically Arranged Entries Covering all Aspects of Christmas, 
Including Folk Customs Religious Observances, History, Legends, Symbols, and Related Days from Europe, America, and Around the 
World.  Illus. Mary Ann Stavros-Lanning.  Detroit: Omnigraphics, 2000.  Print.  GT4985.E45 2000. 
• Hruneni, George Anthony.  Palmetto Yankee: The Public Life and Times of Joel Roberts Poinsett, 1824-1851.  Diss.  Clemson 
University, 1972.  Print.  E340.P77H7. 
• Loehrlein, Marietta M.  Home Horticulture: Principles and Practices.  Clifton Park, NY: Thomson/Delmar Learning, 2008.  Print.  
SB318.L64 2008. 
• Marling, Karal Ann.  Merry Christmas!: Celebrating America’s Greatest Holiday.  Cambridge, MA: Harvard University, 2000.  Print.  
GT4985.A1M37 2000. 
• Miller, Rober O., and D.C. Kiplinger, eds.  Poinsettia: Culture and use a Potted Plants.  Columbus: Office of Extension Information, 
1963.  Print.  SB413.P63M6. 
• Poinsett, Joel Roberts.  The Present Political State of Mexico: A Previously Unpublished Confidential Report on the Political Condition 
of Mexico in 1822 Prepared for the U.S. Secretary of State.  Ed. L. Smith Lee.  Salisbury, NC: Documentary, 1976.  Print.  F1232.P6 
1976. 
• Reiley, H. Edward, and Carroll L. Shry, Jr..  Introductory Horticulture.  Clifton Park, NY: Thomson/Delmar Learning, 2007.  Print.  
SB318.R43 2007. 
• Rippy, J. Fred.  Joel R. Poinsett, Versatile American.  Durham: Duke University, 1935.  Print.  E340.P77R5. 
• Wells, Diana.  100 Flowers and how they got their Names.  Illus. Ippy Patterson.  Chapel Hill: Algonquin, 1997.  Print.  QK13.W46 
1997. 
